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that suspicion did not rest upon him,— with the re-
sult that, according to the custom of the country, this
father-in-law, using to good advantage his right of
reprisal, went and pillaged his cabin, taking all he
had and hardly leaving the inmates enough with
which to cover themselves. Then, indeed, there
were exasperated persons, but especially the one who
had dealt the first blow. He planned a second one,
to take his revenge for the suspicion with which he
had been charged, and to oblige his father-in-law,
apparently through the processes of justice, if there
can be any among these Barbarians, to restore to him
and to pay him double [6] what he claimed had been
unjustly carried away. He allows himself to be so
blinded by passion that, to satisfy it, he resolves to
have the blood of his brother, and to shed it with his
own hands. Truly, a very extraordinary and un-
heard-of course! To execute his design he takes him
off by a solitary path towards the Village of Onnen-
tisati, where his father-in-law resided, under the pre-
text of going to pick mulberries. He especially
chooses this place, that, as people were not ignorant
of their quarrel, the murder would be more readily
imputed to him [the father-in-law] or at least the
Village would be charged with it; and thus this par-
ticular person, or the public, would be bound to give
satisfaction both to him and to the other relatives of
the dead man, through the presents given by the
custom of the country; for your Reverence already
knows that among these tribes this crime never goes
unpunished; if the guilty person cannot be found,
the Village near which the deed has been committed
is responsible for it. In fact, the thing was done as
it had been planned; and the crime was no sooner



